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Looking at 11,004 -foot (3,354 -meter) Gaylor Peak through the only window of the most complete

remaining building in what was Dana Village, built for workers at the Great Sierra Mine just inside the

eastern boundary of Yosemite National Park. The village and mine were abandoned in 1884  after three
years The 5 % -minute YouTube video that accompanies this newsletter can be seen at



https://youtu.be/z2KogoK-2r8

Ghost Towns in the Sky

The discovery that started the California Gold Rush from the mountains had been found, though the

in 1848¢ and, not coincidentally, a powerful subterranean veins from which it came from

movement in Washington, D.C., to turn a Mexican remained buried and hidden.

province with fewer than 110,000 residents into a

U.S. statet was the discovery of flecks of gold in a Ten years after the Gold Rush, a vein of silver

stream bed in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada called the Comstock Lode was discovered in

near Sacramento. NevadaatUT | wEEUIT wOi wOT 1 w2 bI
took 60 years to get all the silver out.

That gold had obviously been carried there by

water from farther upstream, as subsequent gold But there were plenty of other places along the

discoveries higher in the Sierra later proved. crest of Sierra where the granite of the western
slope met reddish volcanic rock that geologists had

By the 1880s, most of the easy gold washed down ¢ Continued on next page
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Ghost Towns
in the Sky

¢ Continued from previous page
noted at the Comstock Lode. One of the most promising was above Tioga Pass in
the shadow of an ancient red volcano named for Yale geology professor James
Dwight Dana.

In 1881, he investors of the Great Sierra Consolidated Silver Mining Company
built a village of small stone buildings with 2 -foot-thick walls at the top of Tioga
Hill above Upper Gaylor Lake.

t Continued on next page
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Emily and | would have done the hikes | wr : ote about on these pages last year, but there were record
Sierra snows in the winter of 2016 -17. More than 40 feet (12m)- fell-here on Tioga Pass and hiking
was impossible. When | returned to this spot 362 days later; I took the photo on the next page.
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Happy Fourth
of July



