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Happy Fourth  

of July  

Rafters float down a lazy stretch of the Merced River in 

Yosemite Valley. From its source less than 20 miles away, 

the Merced has already fallen more than 8,000 feet through 

waterfalls and rapids to reach this rest spot, which is still 

4,000 feet above  sea level. In the background , the Mercedôs 

most famous tributary, Yosemite Creek , rushes to join by 

leaping 2,425  feet over Yosemite Falls, the tallest in North 

America and 14  times taller than Niagara.  



 

Lynn Stock (in front), her  

husband Stephen and Emily head  

down Four Mile Trail from Glacier Point  

to Yosemite Valley keeping an eye peeled on  

the scenery. The trail descends 3,200 feet over 

its 4.6 - mile length with scenery like this almost 
every step of the way.  


