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Hamlet and the North Carolina Sandhills

Books,
Railroads
And a little snow

The Hamlet Historic Depot and Museum where the book signing took place

Warm homecoming on a cold night

Several people drove more than 100
miles.

but that was so it would still be fresh for
the event).

There were old friends and old
teammates, a college classmate I hadn’t
seen since graduation and four cousins I
hadn’t seen since before then.

That’s as good as welcomes get.
The first formal book signing for Through
the Heart of the South took place Dec.
27 in the town that inspired my novel and
in the 110-year-old restored train station
that preserves Hamlet, North Carolina’s
history and is the setting for some of

And on top of that, the volunteers from
the Hamlet Historic Depot and Museum in
my hometown arranged the first white
Christmas in my lifetime (OK, the snow
arrived officially the day after Christmas,

– Continued overleaf
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Warm homecoming on a cold night
– Continued from previous
the most important scenes in the
book.
I want to thank everyone who came
and particularly those who
volunteered their time to make it a
very special night for me:
•

•

•
•

Jim Graham, chairman of the
museum board, for enabling
book sales at the museum
shop and backing the event,
Jeanne Holland Newton, board
member, and her husband
Steve who did most of the
logistical heavy lifting,
Bobbi Pruitt for the
refreshments,
And especially my “agent,”
Sharon Davis, who managed
my sanity.

These people are not professional
event planners or book marketers.
But they could be.

Photo credits
The pictures in this newsletter
were shot by Jeanne Holland
Newton, Steve Newton and
David Riddick.
In addition, Bill Dennis shot
pictures that can be seen in the
Forum section of
www.OurHamlet.org.
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The crowd begins to arrive in the depot rotunda. I’m signing for Betty Lynn Warnock and
her husband Doug, a high school football teammate.

Former neighbor and
high school classmate
John Adeimy with his
new wife Christin. It
would be bragging
(and a lie) to say
Christin came all the
way from Germany for
the signing. She came
from Germany to be
with John; they came
from Atlanta.

3

I had not seen Teresa Weaver Foster, a classmate at UNC and fellow resident of Morrison
Dorm, since we graduated in 1973. She is a nurse and detoured on her holiday trip from
Hickory to the beach to get a book. Jim Graham of the museum board is behind her.

In the museum gift shop
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Long-time family friend
David Lindsey and his
wife Kim. David’s
mother was a research
source, and the house
where he grew up was
used as the scene of a
wedding in the novel.

Cuz! I’m sure I’ll get the name of the Evans cousins in the wrong order: JoEllen, Libby,
Cartie and Becky.
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Bill Dennis shot pictures for
www.OurHamlet.org.

Steve and Jeanne Newton
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David Riddick looking for the perfect shot.

Bobbi Pruitt with the hot cider

Signing for Sharon Davis
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Goodbye from the
North Carolina Sandhills

Bethesda Presbyterian Church in Aberdeen, Moore County, not far from my sister’s house
in Pinehurst, where I stayed for the book signing.
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