The sun makes an appearance over Lake Tahoe at Carnelian Bay, California. The Douglas Mountains
across the water are in Nevada.



See, amid the winters Snow
The annual photo trips I make to the snow each December to

create these holiday newsletters are a mix of planning,
serendipity and doing the best with what I can get.

Where is the best, most accessible snow at a time when I can
get away? In 2011, the beginning of our drought, snow was so
scarce I had to settle for shooting frozen lakes (here’s that
newsletter http://bit.ly/IUTEYIP).

What are a few unusual shots to go after, such as last year’s front
and back nighttime covers of the Kirkwood Inn and Saloon (see
those at http://bit.ly/1YuRuEK)?

Will the moon phase permit good night shots, and will the
weather? There was a full moon out for my 2013 cover at Crater
Lake National Park, but so were clouds (what I wound up with is
at http://bit.ly/ImvjwnG).

This year — the first time Emily has gone with me — we were
equipped with sunrise-sunset and moonrise-moonset tables and a

computer program that would show us the location of each
— Continued on next page

The public sledding area of
Nevada’s Lake Tahoe State Park
conjures memories I cherish
from sledding on the Clay Street
hill growing up in Hamlet, N.C.
Both places were filled with
hundreds of people tossing their
regular lives aside for a while to
play together in the snow.
Douglas County.


http://bit.ly/1UTFYlP
http://bit.ly/1YuRuEK
http://bit.ly/1mvjwnG

A few minutes after the cover shot, we had
moved to Lake Tahoe State Park in Nevada and
Emily took this shot of snow clouds re-
converging over the lake.
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— Continued from previous page

heavenly body plus the band of the Milky Way at
any time of the day or night from almost any
point on earth to help us plan (you can download

the software for yourself at www.stellarium.org; — = y «,}“ N

it’s free). _ Butit Was asEm11§L§a1d at one pomt “like
drlvmg@hmugh a C.hnstmas card 4 : .

We know from past experience that on winter : . : e

nights in the Sierra — far from the light pollution : We'll be Celebratmgz:hmstmas in a few days

of urban area — you can drive without headlights Our hope for the relatives, friends.and

from the illumination of moon and stars off the : colleague& among them ]ewsMushms

snow. I thought that kind of light would make a Buddhists, Hindus and several non-religious *'

great image or two. +folks — who receive this are that you enjoy the

holidays that are yours.as much as we enjoyed
The weather would not allow it. . Creatmg this vision of the season.
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The's urce of Donner Creek is at Donnerw
Pass, hidden in the clouds at the top o
this picture. It flows east through
Donner Lake, just behind this vantage
; oint, and joins the Truckee River, which
.« #* ‘drains Lake Tahoe, in the town of Truckee.
+« Theriver flows into Nevada, where it terminates
yramid Lake, a salt lake one-sixth as salty as the
3 ocean, and home to the endangered Lahontan cutthroat trout.




